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The President’s Message
- by Carl Miller

March Program
Our March program is Thomas
Hale presenting a report on the
Tucson Show and an update on
the VA Mineral Project

Okay, Seriously Though…

When:

We got past the brief snowstorm scare, so now spring can
continue on its merry way! The calendar (below) shows what a
busy month March will be. The Treasures of the Earth (TOTE)
Show happens mid-month, and the Mini Miners have a metal detecting field trip on the
21st. The TOTE Show bumps Rock Rappers this month so all members can be
available to help with set up and helping out at our tables. Remember – you get free
admission to the show!

Tuesday, March 11, 2020
7:30 pm

Work is progressing on the new website. We have found a second webmaster and
hope to have an internet presence again in the next few months.

Where:

Mini Miners have several activities coming up, and they all sound fun! See page 5 of
this newsletter for more info.

Ridge Baptist Church
1515 Eastridge Road
Richmond, Virginia

Lapidary meets on the 11th and 25th this month. Be sure to get in touch with Richard
Starr before attending, to make sure it is still being held.

Get out there! ... Carl
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February Membership Meeting Minutes
For the Richmond Gem & Mineral Society
February 11, 2019

The February membership meeting was brought to order by President
Carl Miller at 7:35 p.m. Carl welcomed guests Jim Doran and Phil Simon.
▪

Field Trips: There are no club field trips planned as of now.

▪

Lapidary: Lapidary will meet on Wednesdays and as always, please
call Richard Starr to be sure the lapidary lab will be open, Richard is
planning to have the class open every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of
the month.

▪

Treasurer: Dave Hutchison presented up to date balance sheets to
the President and announced that the treasury was in good shape
and all bills have been paid

▪

Rock Rappers: Rock Rappers will meet on Friday, February 14th at
7:00 p.m. at Betsy Martin’s home.

▪

Wildacres: Pamm Bryant announced that Wildacres was full for the
spring session.

▪

Treasures of the Earth: The Treasures of the Earth show is coming
to RIR on March 13, 14 & 15. Andy is looking for folks to help with
setup and take down of the display cases as well as folks that would
like to display their club related collections. We will also need
people to man the booth on Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Contact
Andy Dietz or Bob Simon for further information.

There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned. Jane
Owen introduced our own Rudy Bland who presented a slide show and
commentary of the history and activities of the RGMS.
Respectfully submitted,
Frank Toth, Recording Secretary
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Hospitality
Thank you all for the tasty refreshments. We had so many members
bring in goodies. If anyone wants to bring in the future months, Please let
me know. Thank you!

LAPIDARY
Pete McCrery
Richard Starr

March: Sharon Gordon
April: Open
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If you would like to sign up for future months, please contact Bobbie.
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ROCK RAPPERS
Pete McCrery
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February Board Meeting Minutes
For the Richmond Gem & Mineral Society
February 18, 2019

The February 2020 Meeting of the RGMS Board was brought to order by President Carl Miller at 7:00 p. m.
Additional attendees were Pete McCrery, Mark Davis, Jim Campbell, Dave Hutchison, Andy Dietz, Bob Simon,
Pamm Bryant, Richard Starr and Frank Toth.
▪

Website: Jim Campbell updated the Board with reference to the new website. The site will have 2
addresses, RGMSVA.org and RGMSVA.com. Jim has been in contact with Mr. Casper Hoyt of the
Northern Virginia Club who is helping us set up our site to include the various amenities we were
looking for and will host our site on his server for $10.00 per month. Some of the features of the new
site will be:
•
Public and Private pages
•
Homepage with rotating pictures
•
“About Us” page
•
Events and Announcements
•
Membership application form
•
Calendar of upcoming events

▪

Field Trips: There was a discussion about the standing rule regarding field trips. Presently, the rule
states that members who have paid (if applicable) for field trips take first priority, other members
second and guests last. There was no motion to change this rule at present.

▪

Treasury: Dave Hutchison is looking to invest excess club funds in higher paying Certificates of Deposit
and will report back with resulting inquiries.

There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Frank Toth, Recording Secretary

Treasures of the Earth Show
Richmond Raceway Complex - March 13 – 15, 2020
We need help with:

•

setting up display cases on Thurs, March 12

•

manning the tables during the show

•

tear down of display cases on Sun, March 15

If you can help, please contact
Andy Dietz or Bob Simon
Members get into the show FREE!
The Collecting Bag
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T’was a November Rock Hunt
The 5th of Nopvember turned to a typical fall day –
temperature of 54o and bright sunshine, very little wind.
What a day for a fall rock hunt!
My son had recently told me that George Glass had just
finished harversting soybeans in the field in Epps Road,
and it looked like some dark rocks were lying on top of
the ground. He and others in the family are always
looking for rocks for me to check out. I grabbed my
pick and shovel and hit the road to
the soybean field in hopes that I
could find some smoky quartz as I
had found some less than a mile away
in a high-voltage power line
easement.
Arriving at the field. I could see there
were a number of fist-sized rocks
lying on top, or just peeking through
the surface. As I progressed through
the field, I found numerous smoky
quartz pieces of very poor quality
and very pale in color, with many
cracks and inclusions. I tried digging
in the close proximity of a number of
these rocks, hoping to find larger and better quality
stones, but to no avail.
As I progressed through the field, I came across a green
hedge of bushes as one might find around a house. As I
approached the hedge, I saw an old rusty yard fence,

by Harry Clay

about 3 feet high. Close by, I noted the remains of an
old cabin. I pushed my way through the fence, and
found myself in a graveyard. There were a number of
unmarked stones, two with lettering, which were badly
eroded by Father Time. Both of these stones were still
legible, but with difficulty.
I went back home to get a black marker, and used it to
trace the inscriptions to read them more clearly. One
was a man’s marker that read,
“Stephen L. Vaughan”. The next
lines read, “9 VA INF” and “CSA”.
He apparently died in 1917, but that
was all I could decipher from the
dates listed.
The other stone
belonged to a woman named “India
Vaughan”, but the rest of her stone
was illegible.
I took pictures of the area and gave
some to the Dinwiddie Historical
Society. They were very appreciative
as that had no record of this
cemetery. I was told that locating
this site was very valuable to people
doing ancestral research.
Instead of a successful rock hunt, my visit turned a void
in the history of Dinwiddie County that may not have
been discovered except for my curiosity, and pushing
through that fence into a piece of history.

Mid-Atlantic Fossil and Nature Adventures, LLC
Spring Stratford Hall Fossil Collecting Weekend
Saturday, April 18th and Sunday, April 19th, 2020
Saturday we'll collect fossils until about 3:30.
Sunday we'll go back to Stratford Hall and collect fossils until 2 PM.
This trip is for adults and for children ages 8 and up. Cost: $80 per adult and $40 per child
under age 18. Cost does not include food, transportation, lodging, or Stratford Hall's Grounds
Fees of $25 per person ages 14 and older and $15 per child ages 8 - 13, per day to be paid in cash
each morning we meet.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, OR TO REGISTER FOR THIS
SPECTACULAR TRIP, e-MAIL cathy@fossilandnaturetrips.com
OR CALL ME AT 610-209-0758.
The Collecting Bag
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Feb 28
7:00 pm

March 21
more info TBA

April (maybe 26th?)
Date/Time TBA
May/June
Date/Time TBA

Metals and Their Ores
we have it set in stone, we will run the Metals and their Ores workshop on Feb. 28 at Ridge
Baptist Church on Friday night at 7 pm
Metal Detecting at Sailor’s Creek
Jimmy Garnett, the owner of the Lockett House property says we should come when it’s a little
warmer and the ground is softer. We will have metal detectors for you to use if you don’t have
one. Metal detect for Civil War items and keep what you find! Take a tour of the Lockett
House, a good site to visit, and the Sailor’s Creek Visitor Center! This trip is about an hour away
from Richmond.
RGMS Ore pile in Goochland
Midlothian Mines Tour and Virginia Geology with Chesterfield Parks and Recreation.
More details to come.

-- Important Note –
RGMS requires that all Mini Miners be registered as RGMS members, and that Parents or Caregivers must attend
any field trips, due to insurance coverage.
Prospective Mini Miners may attend any workshop without joining the club. Field trips require that you join the RGMS,
registered as a Mini Miner. Contact Kathy Paine.
Membership info: $18 for family membership, $5 for Mini Miner only with a sponsoring RGMS adult. Please fill out form.
For more info, or to RSVP for trips, please contact Kathy Paine

Get your check to Dave Hutchinson at the regular March Membership Meeting,
or mail to the address below:

2020 CLUB DUES
Adult .................................................. $12
Family ................................................ $18
(includes children under 18)
Junior (14-17) ...................................... $5
Mini Miner .......................................... $3
(under 14 with adult sponsor)

Send your Dues to:

RGMS
PO Box 26052
Richmond, VA 23260

The Lapidary Shop is
meeting Mar 11 & Mar 25
this month.
Contact Richard Starr
before attending.

Club Meeting Dates
March 2020
Membership Meeting

Rock Rappers

Tuesday, March 10
7:30 pm
at Ridge Baptist Church
1515 Eastridge Road

NO
ROCK RAPPERS
IN MARCH

The Collecting Bag

Board Meeting
Tuesday, March 17
7:00 pm
Manor Care, Stratford Hall
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Upcoming Rock Shows
MARCH 2020
MARCH 07-08: Wilmington, DE - Delaware Mineralogical Society -57th Annual Earth Science Gem
and Mineral Show - Location: DoubleTree by Hilton; 4727 Concord Pike (Rt-202); Wilmington, DE
19803. Sat. 10-5 and Sun. 11-5. Admission is $6.00, $5.00 for seniors, $4.00 for youngsters between
12 and 16, and free for children under 12 and scouts in uniform when accompanied by an adult. The
show features educational exhibits of mineral, lapidary and fossil specimens, displays from regional and
university museums, a roster of fine dealers of minerals, fossils, gems, jewelry and lapidary supplies,
demonstrations of gem cutting and polishing, a Symposium on Related Topics and a children's table,
where youngsters may purchase inexpensive mineral and fossil specimens. Info and Coupons
at delminsociety.net or contact fossilnut@yahoo.com
or Elaine Kipp (show Chair)
410-3926826 kippekipp@msn.com.

MARCH 13, 14 & 15: Richmond, VA – At Richmond International Raceway – Treasures of
the Earth. RGMS will have a booth, and members are encouraged to come spend some time
manning the tables. Hours are Fri: noon to 6 pm, Sat: 10 am to 5 pm, Sun: 10 am to 5 pm.
Admission is $5.00, 16 and under free. RGMS members also get free admission.
MARCH 21-22: Gaithersburg, MD - Sat. 10am-6pm, Sun. 11am-5pm. 56th Annual Gem, Mineral &
Fossil Show. Gem, Lapidary & Mineral Society of Montgomery County, MD. Montgomery County
Fairgrounds 16 Chestnut St. Gaithersburg MD 20877More than 40 exhibits, 20 dealers, hourly door
prizes.
Additional show info is available on the EFMLS website: http://www.amfed.org/efmls/calendar.htm
Note: Due to time constraints, the postally mailed copy of The Collecting Bag will be printed in black and white until further notice.
Note: Due to time constraints, the postally mailed copy of The Collecting Bag will be printed in black and white until further notice.

Richmond Gem & Mineral Society
TheCollectingBag@yahoo.com
Barbara Hadley, Editor

Richmond Gem & Mineral Society
TheCollectingBag@yahoo.com
Barbara Hadley, Editor
9359 Cedar Lane
Mechanicsville, Virginia 23116

Meetings are the second Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm at the Ridge Baptist Church Meeting Hall, 1515 Eastridge Rd.
Bulletin articles and items may be reprinted provided that credit is given to the author and the Richmond Gem & Mineral Society.
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