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The President’s Message
- by Lynn Taylor
More Fun!

November Meetings Info

The Annual Fall Auction was, as usual, a lot of fun and a
good fundraiser for the Club. Many thanks to those who
donated proceeds.

The Board Meeting will be
held on November 8 at 6:15 pm,
before the Membership
Meeting.

Our next meeting will be convened on November 8, and
will feature a program by Michael D. Dunn, author of
Anatomy of a Goldmine.

The Membership Meeting
will be held in person on
Tuesday, November 8 at 7:30
pm. Michel D. Dunn, author of
Anatomy of a Goldmine will be
presenting.

The following Saturday (November 12) is our Fall Swap and Sale. Always fun and
lots of amazing specimens for sale or trade. We have over 30 vendors this year,
both inside and outside of the building.
Our nominating committee is looking for those who would like to participate on the
Board for 2023. Contact Andy Dietz, Pamm Bryant, or Harry Clay if you would like
to put your name in for the vote in December.

Keep an eye on the ground, and the other on the sky - Lynn

Calendar of Events – November 2022
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October Membership Meeting Notes
For the Richmond Gem & Mineral Society
October 11, 2022

The October 2022 membership meeting was opened by President Lynn Taylor
at 7:00 p.m. by welcoming all members and guests. He recognized the
following guests and their interests:
Guest

Interest

Source

Marshall

everything rocks

returning member

James & Avalon

geology

internet search

Solana

crystals & jewelry

TOTE Show

Lorrie

stones & minerals

TOTE Show

Macon

minerals

internet search

Members Update: Lynn also noted that Rudy Bland had been hospitalized
with Covid and that Pete McCreery was in failing health. He asked that we
remember both of them in our thoughts and prayers.
Nominating Committee: Lynn stated that the November meeting would be
for the presentation of a slate of officers to run for election at the December
meeting. He asked for volunteers for a nominating committee, and Andy
Dietz, Pamm Bryant and Harry Clay volunteered. They will fill out the rest of
the committee as things progress. He also asked that if and when you are
asked to serve, to give it serious thought before making your decision.
Annual Swap & Sale: Andy Dietz announced that the Annual Swap and Sale
is on track for November 12 at the Ridge Baptist Church Fellowship Hall. He
said that he has 4 tables available as some vendors had to cancel. (UPDATE:
No tables left.)
NOTE: The Board meeting did not convene this evening.
Respectfully submitted,
Frank Toth, Recording Secretary

RGMS
Membership
Information

Dues for 2022
can be paid at
the Membership
Meeting or
mailed
(due in January)

The Collecting Bag

2022 CLUB DUES
Adult ....................... $12
Family ..................... $18
(includes children under 18)

Junior (14-17)........... $5
Mini Miner .............. $3
(under 14 with adult sponsor)
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Mail your Dues to:

RGMS
1622 Rocky
Ford Rd,
Powhatan, VA
23139

November 2022

The Collecting Bag

Page 3

November 2022

Mini Miners
The RGMS Mini Miners are led by Kathy Paine (mrsjbp3@yahoo.com)
Please reach out to her for details on membership and upcoming activities.

MINI MINERS UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
November 12
9 am – 3 pm
December 4
Time to be announced

RGMS Swap & Sale – At Ridge Baptist Church. Mini Miners will have an
activity at 1:00 pm. Bring specimens to swap!
Tour the Harnett Museum at the University of Richmond to see a new
mineral exhibit. Rock related activity for the Mini Miners. Time to be
announced.
December 13
RGMS Holiday Party - Mini miner activity and help choose our trips for
7:30 pm until
2023.
Looking for budding writers and artists! The AFMS/EFMLS sponsors an annual newsletter contest, with
categories for Junior Articles, Junior Poetry, and Junior Drawing, Sketch, Puzzle, or Quiz. Applicant must be a
member of the Club, under 18 years of age, and have created their entry specifically to be published in the
Club newsletter. It must be hobby related. There are usually few entries in the Junior categories, so chances
of winning are high! Please send to Barbara Hadley (TheCollectingBag@yahoo.com) for publication in the
newsletter and including in our packet for the contest.

FMVA Updates
▪

FMVA meetings are officially moving to
the last Thursday of the month at
7:00pm ET.

▪

The 3rd Cohort of Rockhounding 101
has ended (see photo pf class group).
Thomas Hale will be teaching the new
advanced course, CSC200: Applied
Geology and Mineralogy, for the
remainder of the year. This course will
have alumni from the previous classes
and is a test course for 2023.

▪

Citizen Science Course focused on
Applied Geology and Mineralogy –
Advanced course - full syllabus and
outline on FMVA website in January.

3rd Cohort of Rockhounding 101

The Collecting Bag
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Man’s love affair with rocks!
Article and specimen photos by Diane Moxley, October 2022

Since the dawn of humanity, we have always loved rocks.
We may not have recognized this need as such, but
archaeologists can now offer proof of man’s ever present
love affair with rocks.
Sites around the globe, from European Neandertals,
Australian Aborigines, African peoples, North and South
American tribes to Pacific Polynesians, all show how early
man depended on rocks for his very survival. Long before we
learned how to extract minerals from rock to make better
tools, we used stone tools for everything. And to make these
same stone tools we smashed, beat, hit and pecked away at
one rock with another rock to create whatever we needed.
It was tedious and time-consuming work, but it allowed us to
survive. Without those modified “rocks”, we would have no
history to tell!
We killed our prey
with rocks
(arrowheads, spear
points, atlatl points).
We prepped this dead
prey to get every
scrap of usable
resource from it
(scrapers for tanning
Arrowheads, Celts, and Spear Point
hides, knives to peel
the flesh from the bones, drills to make holes in the hides).
We fished using stone tools (fishing weights, harpoons). We
dug in our fields to grow food with stone tools (hoes) and
ground our dried grains into flour with rocks (metategrinding base and mano-pestle). We ate from stone bowls.
We felled trees and built our homes with stone tools (adzes,
axes, gouges, mauls, hammerstones). We protected these
same homes from outsiders with stone tools (celts– hatchet
blades). We decorated our bodies with pigments of crushed
stone (paint pots), made textiles using stone tools
(plummets), and adorned ourselves with stone jewelry
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(gorgets). We
smoked thanks to
stones (pipes). In our
spare time we played
games made with
stone tools
(discoidals, chunkey
stones). And we even
left our mark for
history to discover
Atlatl Points, near Hoes
later by creating
drawings/paintings of symbols, animals, people, and hands
on the faces of cave walls and the sides of boulders in our
own environs.
We may not have realized our love affair with rocks during
those early times. Rocks were probably just an object to get
the job done. If we couldn’t do something with wood or
bone, that was our only option. Necessity truly was the
“Mother of Invention”.
Nowadays, very
little has changed.
We probably still
don’t recognize our
“love affair with
rocks”. We
confuse being a
rockhound with
being a zealot for
Metate and Mano with corn
all things “stone”.
We forget how much of our very existence still depends on
this ever-important commodity in our “modern” world. Try
to imagine doing half of the things that you do in your
everyday world without all those inventions by the “ancient
ones”. So…whether in ancient or more modern times, man
has always had a love affair with rocks!
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Jewelry Bench Tips
By Bradford Smith
PRE-MADE BEZEL CUPS
As a general rule of thumb, I assume it's going to take me 15 - 20 minutes to make a bezel for an
ordinary cabochon, so for some projects buying pre-made cups can save a lot of time. But if you
go this route, keep in mind three things. First, try to get cups made from fine silver, not sterling.
Fine silver is softer and burnishes over the stone more easily.
Second, you may have trouble matching the shape and size of the stone with the shape and size of the bezel cup. Purchased cups
can only be found in a limited number of standard sizes. You may have to adjust your choice of gemstone to match the cup. The
other consideration is that pre-made cups often have fairly low side walls. While these are fine for low-dome stones, they're not
dependable for stones with steep side walls.
Lastly before setting, check the fit of your gemstone in the cup, particularly around the bottom. The bottom corners of a stamped
cup are much more rounded than a bezel you would fabricate yourself. This causes a problem with stones that have a sharp edge
around the bottom. Burnishing the bezel over one of these stones will place a lot of stress on the stone and may cause it to crack.
To avoid this, I round off the bottom edge of the stone with a diamond file (or use sandpaper on soft stones).
TOUCHING UP A BEZEL
A set of dividers is a tool I find very useful in laying out the geometry of a piece I'm making. It
has two needle-like tips with an adjustment to set the spacing between them.
They can be used to transfer a measurement. Let's say you need a 7mm wide strip of sheet
metal. Set the spacing between the divider tips to 7 mm on the ruler. Then lay the sheet on the
bench, put one tip against the edge, and run the dividers down the edge scribing a line parallel
to the edge.
Dividers can be used to mark equal segments of a line or arc. For instance, assume a line
between A and B that might be straight or curved, and you want to divide it into 5 equal lengths. Set the dividers to an estimate of
the distance. Starting at Point A, use the dividers to mark off five lengths along the line. If you end up short of Point B, lengthen
the distance on the dividers. If you end up overshooting Point B, shorten the length of your dividers. After a few tries, the length
on the dividers will be the exact distance you need to mark the 5 segments.
Dividers can let you quickly find the center of a circular disk. With one tip of the dividers at the edge of the disk, set the other tip
to an estimate of where the center might be. Fix one tip of the dividers at the 3 o'clock position and scribe an arc with the other
tip near the center. Do this again from the 6 o'clock, 9 o'clock, and 12 o'clock positions. The arcs at the center will form a small
four-sided box. The center of the box is at the center of the disk2

The search is on!
Target: Original articles or poetry written by members,
or original artworks by members for publication in the
newsletter.
Items submitted may be entered into the AFMS/EFMLS
Annual Bulletin Editor’s Contest for Fabulous Prizes!
Mini Miners are strongly encouraged to participate.
Send your original works to: thecollectingbag@yahoo.com
The Collecting Bag
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Upcoming Shows
▪ Nov 5, 2022 - Southern Maryland Rock, Mineral, Lapidary and Fossil Show. Admission =
Adults $5, Seniors (65+) $4, Juniors (7–17) $3, Under 7 free. Free parking. Fluorescent Tent.
Door Prizes. Minerals, crystals, lapidary, fossils. Vendors = Apply thru website
www.SMRMC.org — Contact Dave Lines 240-427-7062.
▪ Nov 12, 2022 – Richmond Gem & Mineral Society Annual Swap & Sale. Ridge Baptist
Church, 1515 Eastridge Rd, Henrico, VA 23229. Fee Admission 9am to 3 pm. Over 30
vendors. https://www.RGMSVA.org
▪ Nov 19-20, 2022 - Northern Virginia Rock Show. Dewberry Hall, Johnson Center Bldg,
George Mason University, Fairfax, VA. Hours: 10-6 on Sat, 10-4 on Sun.

Our thoughts are with you guys…
Sending Rudy Bland and Pete McCreery good wishes as they
face health challenges.

Richmond Gem & Mineral Society
TheCollectingBag@yahoo.com

Deadline for the
next issue:

Barbara Hadley, Editor
9359 Cedar Lane
Mechanicsville, Virginia 23116

November 25

Meetings are the second Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm at the Ridge Baptist Church, 1515 Eastridge Rd, Henrico, VA 23229
Bulletin articles and items may be reprinted, provided that credit is given to the author and the Richmond Gem & Mineral Society.
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